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Art Unit: 2611 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 8 contains 
the following language, "The program retrieval display method defined in any one of 
claims 5,". Claim 8 is written as a multiple dependant claim, but only lists a single claim 
upon which it is to be dependant. For examination purposes the Examiner has treated 
claim 8 as though it is dependant solely upon claim 5. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 3 f 5, 6, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent 6,772,433 to LaJoie. 



Regarding claim 1, LaJoie discloses in figure 3, a digital broadcast receiver 6, 
wherein a digital broadcast is received using program information distributed by an 
electronic program guide (column 1 1 , lines 1 1-51 ) comprises: 
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a display information storage 32 for storing a retrieval condition (search and 
theme criteria) for said program information, externally input, and display information 
corresponding to said retrieval condition (theme search results, figures 20-23) (column 
13, lines 25-54, column 16, lines 20-57, column 27, lines 1-47) ; 

a program information storage 32 for storing program information separated from 
said digital broadcast (DRAM, column 13, lines 34-40, line 55-column 14, line 7); 

a program retriever 30 for comparing said program information retrieval condition 
with program information stored in said program information storage and extracting 
program information matching said retrieval condition (cpu 30 executes commands 
dictated by the OS, column 13, lines 1 1-24, column 27, lines 22-63, the user selects a 
theme and the STB 6 retrieves all the data for program listings which correspond to the 
theme and displays them, figure 21 ); and 

a display (screenshot of figure 21, a display device is inherently utilized as figure 
21 is a graphical image with user selectable regions which requires the use of a display 
device) for displaying a retrieval result (sports program listings); 

wherein said program information retrieval result (figure 21 )is displayed with 
display information corresponding to said program information retrieval condition (theme 
selection 436, sports). 

Regarding claims 3 and 6, LaJoie discloses in figure 21 , that the display 
information comprises character information comprising at least a name (CBS Sports 
Special) and a description 346 (college football's 1996 pre-Season Match-ups). 
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Regarding claim 5, LaJoie discloses a program retrieval display method suitable 
for a digital broadcast receiver 6 (figure 3), wherein said digital broadcast is received 
using program information distributed by an electronic program guide (column 11, lines 
1 1-51 ), comprising the steps of: 

comparing program information stored in a program information storage with a 
program information retrieval condition stored in a display information storage 32 and 
then extracting program information matching said retrieval condition (column 13, lines 
25-54, column 16, lines 20-57, column 27, lines 1-47, figures 20-23, a user enters a 
theme criteria and the corresponding results are displayed), said display information 
storage storing program information separated from said digital broadcast (DRAM, 
column 13, lines 34-40, line 55-column 14, line 7), 

said display information storage storing said program information retrieval 
condition externally input and display information corresponding to said program 
information retrieval condition (figures 20-23, theme criteria and theme search results, 
column 13, lines 25-54, column 16, lines 20-57, column 27, lines 1-47) ; and 

displaying a retrieval result (figure 21, sports listings); 

wherein said program information retrieval result is displayed in accordance with 
display information corresponding to said program information retrieval condition (figure 
20, sports selection, figure 21, sports program results). 
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Regarding claim 9, LaJoie discloses a recording medium 32 on which a program 
retrieval display control program for a digital broadcast receiver is recorded (column 12, 
line 61 -column 13, line 54), said digital broadcast receiver receiving a digital broadcast 
using program information distributed by an electronic program guide (column 11, lines 
1 1-51), said program retrieval display control program comprising the steps of: 

comparing program information stored in a program information storage with a 
program information retrieval condition stored in a display information storage (column 
13, lines 25-54, column 16, lines 20-57, column 27, lines 1-47, figures 20-23, a user 
enters a theme criteria and the corresponding results are displayed), said program 
storage storing program information separated from said digital broadcast (DRAM, 
column 13, lines 34-40, line 55-column 14, line 7)t, said display information storage 
storing said program information retrieval condition externally input and said display 
information corresponding to said retrieval condition (figures 20-23, theme criteria and 
theme search results, column 13, lines 25-54, column 16, lines 20-57, column 27, lines 
1-47); 

extracting program information matching said condition (CPU 30 executes 
commands dictated by the OS, column 13, lines 1 1-24, column 27, lines 22-63, the user 
selects a theme and the STB 6 retrieves all the data for program listings which 
correspond to the theme and displays them, figure 21); 

displaying a retrieval result (figure 21, sports theme results); and 
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displaying said program information retrieval result in accordance with display 
information corresponded to said program information retrieval condition (figure 20, 
sports theme, figure 21 , corresponding sports themed programs). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

U.S. Patent 6,772,433 to LaJoie in view of U.S. Patent 5,583,560 to Florin et al. 

Regarding claims 2 and 7, LaJoie discloses a digital receiver, which provides 
theme selection of program guide entries. 

LaJoie fails to disclose the use of graphic information storage for storing 
displayable graphic information, the graphic information corresponding to a retrieval 
condition. 

Florin discloses a program guide in figures 22 and 29, with a theme selection 
feature, a user may select the theme via a number of graphics (figure 29, baseball 315, 
football 317) which are displayed below the search results 361 (column 18, lines 57- 
column 19, line 12), thus providing an aesthetically pleasing way for user to recognize 
and select programming themes. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify LaJoie to utilize the graphics which correspond to retrieval 
conditions, as taught by Florin, for the advantage of providing an aesthetically pleasing 
way for user to recognize and select programming themes. 

4. Claims 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 6,772,433 to LaJoie in view of U.S. Patent 6,268,849 to Boyer et al. 

Regarding claims 4 and 8, LaJoie discloses in figure 23, an EPG that displays a 
current time (4:19:23 PM) and enables browsing by time. LaJoie inherently includes a 
timer as a user may set VCR timers, sleep timers, wake timers and clocks as shown in 
figure 1 0 (column 20, lines 22-40). 

LaJoie fails to disclose the use of a time condition storage for storing a time 
retrieval condition, and retrieving program information in according with a present date 
or time from the time and in according with a time condition. 

Boyer discloses an electronic program guide (figure 9) in which programs being 
broadcast at the current time are displayed within the guide (column 8, line 63-column 
9, line 4) a user may apply a number of time search criteria 630 (Early, morning mid-day 
etc, column 9, lines 28-37) in order to easily browse future programming choices, the 
corresponding programs at that time are then displayed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify LaJoie to utilize the time criteria and current time features of Boyer, 
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for the advantage making it easy for a user to select a currently broadcasted program, 
and inform a user of upcoming program choices. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 6,005,565 to Legall: Integrated Search of Electronic Program Guide, 
Internet and Other Information Resources. 

U.S. Patent 6,177,931 to Alexander: Systems and Methods for Displaying and 
Recording Control Interface with Television Programs, Video, Advertising Information 
and Program Scheduling Information. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7298. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during normal 
business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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